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“I Love to Tell the Story”
If you sit by me in worship, it’s common to hear me say, “I love this hymn.”  There are many songs in our hymnal that I love to sing.  Many hymns from particular seasons of the church year – Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter.  Many hymns with just the right harmony and words, that warm the heart or stir the soul or even bring tears to the eyes.  But above all those other beloved hymns, is one that ranks as my absolute favorite  -  “I Love to Tell the Story.”  
1
I love to tell the story of unseen things above,


of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love.


I love to tell the story, because I know it's true;


it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do.

Part of my love for the hymn comes out of that call as a Christian, as a person of faith, and as a pastor.  There’s just something about this story of Jesus and his love for this world that I cannot help but share.  There’s something about telling it that brings a fulfillment that I do not find in any other endeavor.  Simply put, I love to tell the story.  

2
I love to tell the story: 
how pleasant to repeat


what seems, each time I tell it, more wonderfully sweet!


I love to tell the story, for some have never heard


the message of salvation from God's own holy word.  

I especially find that fulfillment when I encounter folks who do not know of this love of Jesus.  Last Holy Week and Easter I was working with some of the kids from the neighborhood, telling them the story of the death of Jesus.  I shared that there were some people who were angry with what Jesus was doing and they wanted him dead.  One boy asked, “Why did they want to kill Jesus?  What did he do?  Did they shoot him?”   I was so taken aback at his questions.  Here was this boy who didn’t know the very basic story of the death and rising again of Jesus!  Here was this child who did not make the connection between that story and the very symbol used by Christians for thousands of years!  He did not understand the cross!  He did not know the story!  

Continued on the next page …

This encounter stirred in me so profoundly.  It reminded me of the important work we do here at Faith, particularly with those in our community!   We are here to tell this story!  To share it, to live it out, to make it known.  For like that favorite hymn says, “I love to tell the story, for some have never heard, the message of salvation from God’s own holy word.”  Again and again we meet people who do not know this basic story.  Who need reminding that Jesus loves them.  Who need to know this grace God gives us in Jesus Christ.  They need to hear this story!  And we need to tell it! 

3
I love to tell the story, for those who know it best


seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest.


And when, in scenes of glory, 
I sing the new, new song,


I'll sing the old, old story that I have loved so long.  









Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911

And then there are those gatherings with our long-time members, with those who learned this story as children, and followed Jesus their whole lives.  I think about times when I visit with homebound folks or those in nursing homes, and their eagerness to hear the story or receive communion.  They hunger for this word just as those who have never heard it, because they know so fully this love of Jesus and the healing, comforting, renewing power of God’s word. They, too, love to tell the story that they have loved so long!  

Every time I sing this hymn it reminds me of this gift we get to share as Christians, as believers, as story tellers.  This gift God gives us in God’s son Jesus. This gift we get to bring to this community this next month, as we gather around this story of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus during our Holy Week and Easter worship.  What an opportunity for us this month, to live out this Word of God, and this old, old story!  

As we prepare for Holy Week and the weeks of Easter celebration, may these words and music inspire us, that we might tell this story in new and wonderful ways! 









	
	April  2017
	

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	
	
	
	1 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous

	2 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries
	3 

	4 
9 am - Sew–Sew

	5 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal
	6 
1 pm – Good Neighbors

	7 

	8 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous

	9 
Palm / Passion Sunday

9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries
	10 

	11 
9 am - Sew–Sew

	12 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise
Tenebrae Service

6:30 Free Community Meal

	13 
Maundy Thursday
Service

7:00 pm
	14 
Good Friday Service

7:00 pm
	15 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous
1 pm 

Men to Young Men


	16 
Easter Sunday

9:30 am 

Worship  
11 am

Brunch & Easter Egg Hunt   

12 pm 
  ABC Ministries
	17 

	18 
9 am - Sew–Sew

	19 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal

	20 

	21 

	22 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous


	23 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries
	24 

	25 
9 am - Sew–Sew

	26 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal
	27 

	28 

	29 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous


	30 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries
	


Office Hours: Mon-Thurs from 10 am – 2 pm.  Closed for lunch from 12:00-12:30 pm. 








Faith Lutheran Church, ELCA


1700 E Pettit Ave


Fort Wayne, In 46806


PH: 260-745-2565


Fax: 260-456-6282





Email: faithfw@Frontier.com


On the Web: www.faithfw.com











In Christ,  


Pastor Marty Hampton     





CHURCH COUNCIL 2017 





We are pleased to share the names of Faith’s newly elected Church Council.  





Co-Presidents -  Vivian Sarver and Bob Shaw


Vice President – Kathy Smith 


Treasurer – Sharon Wild 


Secretary – Jane Caffee


Ministry Liason – Doug Brouwer


Pastor – Marty Hampton 





Please continue to hold these leaders in prayer as they serve this year. 











LYDIA’S CLOSET UPDATE 





Lydia’s Closet is officially open for business!  Hallelujah!   We have welcomed several customers in our first week of business, and received several deliveries of donations.  Thank you to all who have shared the news of our store, brought in donations, volunteered your time, or stopped by to shop!  Please continue to spread the word!  











HOLY WEEK & EASTER SCHEDULE





Palm/Passion Sunday


April 9  -  9:30 am


Palm celebration followed by a reading of the passion of Christ in Matthew’s gospel.





Family Fun Night – Tenebrae Service


Wednesday, April 12   -  6:00 pm


A service of shadows and stories of the last hours of Jesus’ life and death on the cross.





Maundy Thursday


Thursday, April 13  -  7:00 pm


Gather as Jesus and the disciples did on that last evening together.  We meet around tables for prayer, songs, confession & forgiveness, 


and holy communion.





Good Friday


Friday, April 14   -  7:00 pm


Gather to hear once again the story of Jesus’ death on the cross, as shared in the Gospel of John.





Easter Sunday


Sunday, April 16  -  9:30 am


A celebration of the rising of Jesus filled with songs, stories, holy communion, 


and possibly even dance!


11:00 am  -  We gather for brunch 


and an Easter Egg hunt with the children!





Katanya’s Pork Roast





1 medium onion, sliced                                            


2 cups apple juice�2 lbs boneless pork tenderloin                                    


1/2 tsp salt�1 package (8oz) mixed dried fruit (peaches, apples, pears and apricots)                              


1/2 tsp ground nutmeg�1/4 tsp ground cinnamon� �Place onion in 4-5 qt slow cooker. Place pork on onion and top with fruit. 


Whisk salt, nutmeg and cinnamon into juice and pour into slow cooker. 


Cover and cook until pork is tender: 3-5 hours on high or 7-9 hours on low.� �I have made this with twice the amount of meat (cut to fit in slow cooker.) 


I also doubled the amount of apple juice, salt, nutmeg and cinnamon but not the onion or fruit.











“Music Notes”





Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ,





Once again we will be including a Passion Reading during our Passion Sunday worship, April 9th.  Pastor Marty will act as the narrator and several will be asked to take part in this spoken drama. Worship will also include two anthems from the choir and Holy Communion.  


Easter worship will include the Easter proclamation, new liturgy that reflects the Easter season, two choir anthems, songs of the Resurrection and Holy Communion.  An Easter brunch will follow the Festival worship, so please plan to stay after service and share this meal.  This would be a good time to invite friends and family to join us for worship and the brunch.  There will be an offering asked during the meal, with the beneficiary yet to be determined.  The Faith Spring Recipe Booklets will be made available during the brunch.


Speaking of recipes, you still have time to submit a recipe or two for the booklet.  If you can send it already typed, via email to the church office, it would be greatly appreciated.  Otherwise, you can leave it for me in my box in the office.  We are trying to control the size of this booklet, so if you submit more than 4 recipes, they may not all be published.  However, if that is the case, I will be using them from time to time as the recipe that is included in the newsletter.


Wednesday evening Family Fun Night and worship are emphasizing Holy Communion and Lenten themes.  The music is a blend of traditional hymns and newer sacred songs and led by Tinea Agen.  Many of the young people volunteer each week to help lead songs, acolyte and read the lessons.  Worship begins at 6 pm and is followed by a community meal.  


The collection of crackers, dry pasta and canned meat (loaves and fishes) continues through April 23rd, the Sunday following Easter.


Please consider helping to serve in worship as a lay reader, assisting minister or communion assistant.  If you are interested in serving in this manner or helping to set up or take down communion on Sunday morning, please see Pastor Marty or myself.











Lydia’s Closet


“Sensibly priced, upscale thrift & boutique clothing”





Hours: 


Tuesday – Friday  ◊  9:30 am – 4 pm


Saturday  ◊  10 am – 4 pm


Closed  ◊  Sunday & Monday





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:LydiasClosetFW@gmail.com" ��LydiasClosetFW@gmail.com�


Phone: 260-745-2565 (Faith Lutheran Church)





Clothing Donations 


Always Welcome!








LIGHT OF THE CROSS FOOD BANK PANTRY REPORT





Reporting February 2017 Activity





In February the LOTC Pantry served 184 households, down about 13 percent from the January caseload. Those served included 30 first time clients, 154 repeat clients, 367 males, 371 females, 58 children ages 0-5 years of age, 187 children 6-17 years of age, 68 who are over 60, 87 who are disabled, and 8 who are veterans. The Pantry provided 11,070 meals to 738 individuals in February. All who were served met Federal poverty standards.   





The Pantry received 1,000 pounds of food from the Associated Churches Food Bank Network, 471 pounds from the partner churches, 1,075 pounds from The Emergency Food Assistance Program, TEFAP, and purchased additional food items from the Community Harvest Food Bank Network at a cost of $306.91. 





In all, 24 volunteers donated a total of 210 hours of service in February.





The LOTC Pantry staff and volunteers extend their deepest Christian sympathy to the family and friends of Bea Carlisle who passed away in March. She had served as a volunteer at the Pantry for several years, and also volunteered at Bethlehem Lutheran. The Pantry is grateful for the many years of Bea's faithful service. She will be remembered for her commitment to helping those in need. Rest in peace in the arms of our loving Savior.








PARTNER ASSIGNMENTS FOR APRIL





Faith:  Pasta Sauce and Noodles


Gethsemane:  Soups (No Tomato – Please)


Messiah:  Canned Veggies & Cereal


Risen Savior:  Crackers and Canned Fruit








NEW MEMBER CLASS 





Pastor Marty will be holding an information session for anyone interested in learning more about joining with Faith on Sunday, April 9 immediately following worship.   


























Family Fun Night Meal


VOLUNTEERS





April 5


Vivian, Jane, Karen


Desserts – Vivian, Jane





April 12 


Jessica, Janet Frede, Gina Grant


Desserts- Jan. Jessica





April 19


Grace





April 26


Dorothy, Jan Smith, Muriel Dennie


Desserts – Dorothy, Jan








May 3


Vivian, Jane, Karen


Desserts – Vivian, Jane





May 10


Gina Grant, Janet Frede, Jessica 


Desserts- Jean Kinsey, Janet





May 17


Grace





May 24


Dorothy, Jan Smith


Desserts – Kathy Smith, Barb D.





May 31


Jessica, Pastor Marty








For the Music Ministry at Faith, 


Marceile Redmon

















2017 CHOIR 


SCHEDULE





April 2


Practice after worship





April 9


Practice at 8:30 am	


“Draw Nigh to Jerusalem”


“Were You There”





April 16


Practice at 8:30 am	


“Good Christian Men”


“Joyful, Joyful”





April 23


Practice after worship





April 30


Practice at 8:30 am	


“Be Thou My Vision”





May 7	


Practice at 8:30 am	


“My Shepherd Will 


Supply My Need”








APRIL BIRTHDAYS





1 - Kris Kingsley		1 - Virginia Nevogt


17 - Earl Weinert		18 - Nancy Thomas


25 - AJ Steinacker		25 - Tyler Steinacker


27 - James Lyons		30 - Louis Berry














