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What does the Lord require of you…  

For many years now at Faith every week we follow a similar routine. 

We unlock our doors. We put together some food. We assemble some volunteers.  

And then the people arrive.  Some weeks as few as 10.  Some weeks as many as 80.   

We spend time in prayer and praise, and then we go into the social hall to eat. 

And in these years I’ve noticed some things.  When it comes time for the meal, we put on our plastic gloves, set out the food, and pick up our spoons and go.  We serve.  

We are good at it.  We’re generous.  We’re helpful.  We’re friendly.  If someone wants a little more, we help them fill their plate.  If someone spills their drink, we help them get towels to clean it up.  If someone isn’t sure what to do with their dishes when they’re finished, we show them where to place them.  

We hear these words of Micah today, and we take them to heart.  We do what the Lord asks,  we do justice.  We love kindness.  And we walk humbly with our God.  It’s important.  We serve.  We care for the poor, the underemployed, the hungry. 

But I’ve noticed something else.  Here’s the thing, I’ve noticed that when I put on these gloves and pick up a spoon, there’s more being protected than just the food.  Certainly these gloves and this serving spoon is there to keep germs away, and keep everything sanitary.  Certainly this is important!  

But I’ve noticed that when I put these on, when I preoccupy myself so much with serving the food I forget to pay attention to who is hungry.  I am so concerned with the next plate, making sure I don’t spill the potatoes or green beans, or making sure there is enough for all, that I don’t take time to notice the faces of those who come for the meal.  

And then I find myself preoccupied with cleaning up, with packaging the food, or washing up the dishes, or wiping down tables. Or even just visiting with the volunteers and staff on this side of the table, that I ignore the people on that side of it. 

I get so concerned about all that I have to DO, that I don’t see the importance of taking time to BE.   

See it isn’t just physical hunger that comes through our doors each week.  There’s a spiritual hunger.  

A hunger for relationship, 

for meaning, 

for acceptance, 

for welcome, 

for forgiveness, 

for peace.  

There’s a hunger for Jesus.   

And that isn’t only met in this space, in prayer and praise.  

It’s met in there, at the tables.  It’s met through real, lasting, relationships. 

And I’ve noticed that when I’m wearing plastic gloves or holding a spoon.  When they are on that side of the serving table or kitchen window, and we  are on this side, we don’t have to interact. These gloves become almost an invisible barrier between them and me.  I don’t even have to look folks in the face as I fill their plate.  I just keep serving. 

And that’s God’s work, right?   Feeding the poor, the hungry, the disadvantaged!?  

That’s doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly with our God!  That’s what Jesus tells us to do!  That’s what we have been hearing for decades from our pastors and our leaders!  

Even as you did for the least of these, you’ve done for me… 

Just yesterday we gathered to celebrate the life of Pastor Vern Graham, for more than a third of you, YOUR pastor for many years.  A man of deep faith and commitment.  A man who dedicated his life to caring for others. 

His son, Pastor Tim shared Pastor Vern’s words: “I wanted to feed the poor, to help the least of these.   If the church doesn’t do it, who will?”  

Yes, indeed that is our call, our commission, our responsibility as followers of Jesus Christ!  But I don’t think God wants us to stop at filling their plates and their bellies.  I think God wants us to feed their souls.  To feed them with the bread of life, with Jesus Christ.  

And that starts with us.  With how we build relationships with those we meet.  

Yesterday at Pastor Vern’s funeral we also heard the words of the apostle Paul, “tell the good news…”  Tell the story of Jesus Christ.  Tell others of this love of our savior. 

For us that means not just in this space, in a time or worship.  Tell the good news with our very lives, with our love.  Tell the good news by opening our hearts and our very selves to those who we encounter.  Risk developing a relationship with someone different from you.  Risk listening and sharing and caring and loving.  Share this love of Jesus, because that is what we hunger for even more than food. 

Pastor Tim Graham urged us again and again at the funeral yesterday that “We are the church!  We still have work to do!”  

He’s right. People are still suffering.  People still hunger.  People still long for this love of Jesus Christ.  

We are still called to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.  

But not only those who walk through our doors, 

those living below the poverty line, 

those coming from troubled homes, 

or those who have no one else. 

But also each and every one of us.  Because we also hunger.  

Hunger for relationship, 

for meaning, 

for acceptance, 

for welcome, 

for forgiveness, 

for peace.  

We hunger for Jesus.  

And here’s the best thing…  that hunger will be filled, not just here in this room.  Not only in this communion table, but in the tables around which we gather with ALL of God’s people. 

In opening ourselves up to those new relationships.  In sharing the love of Jesus, and discovering it in the lives of those we meet.  In the ways that these new opportunities will enrich and enhance ALL of our lives.  

We are the church.  We still have work to do. 

So it’s time to welcome others to come serve alongside us, and engage with them in conversation.  to teach and then learn from.  To question and listen, to discover and embrace.  To care and love. 

And it’s time to take off the gloves.  Put down the serving spoons.  Get off that stool in the kitchen.  To go pull out a chair and take a seat.  Not just with those we know, with our friends.  

But with the stranger, with the visitor, with the ones we don’t know as well. 

It’s time to open our hearts and our minds, and feed one another.  Feed the hungry, the poor, the least of these.  Feed with the love of Jesus.  

For this is the next step in doing justice, loving kindness, and walking humbly. 

For we are the church.  We still have work to do.  If we don’t do it, who will.     

Amen.  









	
	February  2017
	

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	
	
	
	1 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal

	2 
1 pm – Good Neighbors

	3 

	4 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous


	5 
9:30 am 

Worship     
Souper Bowl of Caring – Donation Collection
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries

	6 

	7 

	8 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal

	9 

	10 

	11 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous


	12 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries

	13 

	14 

	15 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal

	16 

	17 

	18 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous
1 pm 

Men to Young Men


	19 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries

	20 

	21 

	22 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal

	23 

	24 

	25 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous


	26 
9:30 am 

Worship     
Congregational Meeting

& Pancake Brunch

12 pm 
  ABC Ministries

	27 

	28 

	


Office Hours: Mon-Thurs from 10 am – 2 pm.  Closed for lunch from 12:00-12:30 pm. 








Faith Lutheran Church, ELCA


1700 E Pettit Ave


Fort Wayne, In 46806


PH: 260-745-2565


Fax: 260-456-6282





Email: faithfw@Frontier.com


On the Web: www.faithfw.com











In Christ,  


Pastor Marty Hampton     





ANNUAL MEETING





Faith’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 26, 2017 immediately following worship.  Agenda items include receiving the annual reports of the pastor and staff, as well as reports from the various ministries at Faith and the financial reports from 2016.  In addition, we will elect individuals to serve on the church council.  More information about nominations will be shared in the weeks to come.











The collection for Associated Churches “Loaves and Fishes” begins Wednesday March 1st and continues through Sunday April 23rd.  


Items to collect are:  dry pasta, crackers, boxed or canned potatoes, tuna and any canned fish or meat.  Please place your items in the office as directed by the sign in the window.  Thank you!














LIGHT OF THE CROSS FOOD BANK PANTRY REPORT








Reporting December 2016 Activity





The LOTC Pantry served 212 families in December, again down slightly from the previous month. In all, 822 people were served, also down from November. The pantry served 80 children age 5 and younger, 244 children ages 6-17, 84 served were over 60, 107 were disabled, and 22 were veterans. Of those served, 96 of the families were classified "Female Head of Household." 22 families were 1st time clients while 180 were repeat client families. All families served met Federal poverty standards.   





To meet needs, the Pantry received 1,000 pounds of food from the Associated Churches Food Bank Network, 272 pounds from the partner churches, and purchased an additional $416.98 in food items from the Community Harvest Food Bank. 





Also in December, LOTC provided each client family with a ham and a cake mix as a Christmas gift. Some of the funds needed to purchase the hams was given through Thrivent Action Team Grants. LOTC thanks those Thrivent members who applied for the grants. 





2016 SERVICE STATISTICS





Families Served: 2,461 averaging 205 per month  


(avg 166 in 2015)


Meals Served: 127,710  (120,720 in 2015)


Food Donations: Associated Churches 19,500 lbs, 


Partner Churches 3,043 lbs, TEFAP 14,547 lbs, 


Misc 114 lbs.


Food Purchased: Community Harvest 22,554 lbs costing $4,379.57, (avg $364.96 per month) turkeys $1,634.50, hams costing $1,168.91


Volunteer Hours Served: 2,569





PARTNER ASSIGNMENTS FOR 


FEBRUARY 2017





Faith:  Canned Veggies & Cereal 


Gethsemane:  Crackers and Canned Fruit


Messiah:  Pasta Sauce and Noodles 


Risen Savior:  Soups (No Tomato – Please)








Congregational Life





We will be collecting spring and Easter recipes for another congregational cookbook to be picked up during the Easter brunch, April 16th.  Please give your recipes to Marceile or you can email them to Marceilet@redmons.com. 


The next Congregational Life Event will be a sausage and pancake lunch following the annual meeting on Sunday, February 26th.  Proceeds from the offering during the meal will be sent to World Hunger Relief.  Please mark your calendars!  











“Music Notes”





Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ,





Choir rehearsals begin again this month!  We will meet following worship on Sunday, February 19th.  The choir books are finished if any of you would like a “sneak preview’ of what we will be singing this spring.  It is an ambitious schedule, but several of these anthems are not only sing-able but very familiar to us.  A choir schedule is posted outside my office door and can also be found in the front pocket of our choir books.  Please plan to give 45 minutes to an hour for practices each Sunday!


Sunday the 19th rehearsal follows worship. 


Sunday the 26th rehearsal is at 8:30 am sharp, as the annual congregational meeting follows worship and then we will gather together in the fellowship hall for sausage and pancakes.  Proceeds from the brunch will benefit ELCA World Hunger Appeal.


Hymn and Song suggestions are always welcome, please place them in my mail box in the office or send them to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:Marceilet@redmons.com" ��Marceilet@redmons.com�.


All who love to sing are welcome to be part of the sanctuary choir. We rehearse in the rear of the church near the organ.


























VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY CHORALE





The Valparaiso University Department of Music would like to announce the upcoming performance of one of the top Lutheran choirs in the nation, the Valparaiso University Chorale at Trinity English Lutheran Church (450 W. Wayne, St, Fort Wayne) on February 26th at 4 pm.  





The 48-mixed voice ensemble performs an eclectic repertoire that spans from traditional to significant contemporary works, all in their original languages.  The Chorale has served as the choir-in-residence at the St. Thomas Church in Leipzig Germany on five separate occasions, the only American collegiate choir to have such a significant connection with the church of J.S. Bach.  The Chorale was invited by the Castle Church in Wittenberg Germany to be the only international ensemble present during the October 2017 festivities marking the 500th anniversary of the start of the Reformation.  





The program at Trinity English Lutheran Church will include a diverse selection of works including composers Maurice Durufle, Francis Poulenc, Ralph Vaughan Williams, and the breathtaking Invocation and Dance by David Conte.  The choir will also sing a selection of hymns, spirituals, and folk songs.





Tickets for this event can be purchased at www.valpo.edu/vuca or by calling 219-464-5162.  


Contact the Chorale at valpo.chorale@valpo.edu or 219-464-5453 for more information.  





Red Velvet Cake Balls





This recipe is very versatile. You can use any kind of cake mix and or chocolate you have on hand and will always end up with a different flavor of cake balls. 





What You'll Need:





1 box red velvet cake mix  (or any other flavor will do just fine but it wont be red velvet)


Any ingredients per the cake mix (oil, eggs, water, etc. – follow the box’s directions)


1 cup (or more as needed) chocolate chips or chunks (regular or white chocolate)


one 8 oz cream cheese room temperature


1 cup heavy cream


1 cup powdered sugar


1 tsp vanilla





What To Do:





Remove cream cheese from fridge.  Set aside to soften.


Preheat oven to 350 degrees. In a large bowl, combine cake ingredients as directed on box. Pour cake batter onto a greased 9x13 cake pan. Bake as directed. Remove cake from oven and allow it to cool for at least 15 minutes. 


 * Please do not skip this step because the cake needs to be completely cooled. 


In a medium bowl pour the heavy cream, cream cheese, sugar, vanilla. Mix with whisk or mixer for 2-3 minutes until the mixture begins to solidify and does not have any more lumps. Set aside. 


Crumble the cooled cake into tiny pieces either with a fork or by hand. Pour the frosting mixture on the crumb cake and mix together with a spoon or spatula until everything is well combined and begins to have a pasty texture. 


Line a cookie sheet with wax paper, parchment paper, or foil. With a scoop or by hand, form the mixture into 1 inch balls. After all the balls are formed place the pan in the freezer for 10 minutes. 


While the balls are in the freezer, in a microwave-safe bowl melt the chocolate in the microwave in 25 second increments until the chocolate is fully melted.  Be sure to cover the bowl with a paper towel or wax paper to avoid splatter.


Remove the balls from the freezer and dip each ball into the chocolate mixture, use forks to lift them out and place back on the pan.  Let the chocolate harden (place in freezer for several minutes if needed) before serving. 





Makes about 40 – 50 cake balls.  


They will store in the refrigerator for up to 2 weeks.





Originally found on GimmeDelicious.com.  Submitted to Faith’s Newsletter by: Emily Wharton





DR. ALAN WOLFELT SEMINAR





It is the desire of the McComb family to offer assistance to everyone throughout the Fort Wayne community who has been touched by grief.  D.O. McComb & Sons will be hosting Dr. Alan Wolfelt, Ph.D., at our annual grief seminar.  This will be our 26th consecutive year sponsoring Dr. Wolfelt and his teachings. 





“Exploring Eight Critical Questions for When Someone You Love Dies”


Tuesday, April 18, 2017 	6:30 pm – 8:30 pm  (Doors open at 6 pm)


For those grieving the loss of a loved on to assist him/her through the journey of grief.





Ceruti’s Summit Park – Diamond Room


6601 Innovation Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN 46808





For reservations please call 260-426-9494.  Register early as seating is limited.


























Family Fun Night Meal


VOLUNTEERS





February 1 	


Vivian, Jane, Karen 


Desserts – Vivian, Jane 	 





February 8


Gina Grant, Janet Frede, Jessica


Desserts- Sherry Fincher, Janet





February 15 


Grace Episcopal 





February 22 


Dorothy, Jan Smith, Jessica


Desserts – Jean K., Barb W. 








March 1


Vivian, Jane, Karen


Desserts – Vivian, Jane





March 8


Murial Dennie, Janet Frede, Jessica


Desserts- Sherry, Janet





March 15


Grace Episcopal 





March 22


Dorothy, Jan Smith   


Desserts – Kathy, Jessica





March 29


Jessica, Gina Grant


Desserts – Pastor, Jean Kinsey














For the Music Ministry at Faith, 


Marceile Redmon

















2017 CHOIR SCHEDULE





February 19


Practice after worship





February 26


Practice at 8:30 am  


(Annual Meeting & Pancake lunch follow worship)





March 5


Practice after worship





March 12


Practice at 8:30 am 


Ave Verum 





March 19


Practice after worship





March 26


Practice at 8:30 am	


Day By Day





April 2


Practice after worship





April 9


Practice at 8:30 am	


Draw Nigh to Jerusalem


Were You There





April 16


Practice at 8:30 am	


Good Christian Men


Joyful, Joyful





April 23


Practice after worship





April 30


Practice at 8:30 am	


Be Thou My Vision





May 7	


Practice at 8:30 am	


My Shepherd Will Supply My Need








FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS








4 - Marian Clare


4 - Marge Johnson


13 - Leonard Krauskopf


13 - Mary Norris


21 - Larry Doctor


27 - Pat Calhoun

















