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It was Christmas eve.  We gathered for worship here at Faith as we always do.  We sang favorite Christmas carols, we listened to the Christmas gospel, we prayed, we shared holy communion.  And then, as always, we turned down the lights in the worship space, lit candles, read the words from John’s gospel, and sang Silent Night.  

It was then, in the middle of the second verse of Silent Night, that I looked up and saw it happen.  Evidently, as the flame was shared from candle to candle, one person was missed.  Sitting on the outside edge of the pews, off to himself a bit, he wasn’t in the direct line to receive the flame from another.  Those in front of him did not notice, and so the song began with his candle still unlit.  But then I watched, as another person behind him noticed he didn’t have a lit candle, and so that other person walked over to share his candle flame.  He passed on the light of Christ.

What a fitting image for that moment we shared!  Passing on the light of Christ!  We had just heard the proclamation of one who entered our world to bring hope in the midst of despair, light in the midst of darkness, trust in the midst of fear.  We had just gathered around the table of holy communion to receive this forgiveness of sins through the body and blood of Jesus.  We had sung all evening of the promises given to the world in the birth of Jesus.  And we had just heard John’s words “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.”  And then there before our eyes, two of our folks practiced it.  They shared the light of Christ with each other.  

What an image to carry us into the season of Christmas and into this new year!  For we know that the light of Christ represents so much more than just illumination or physical warmth for us.  It represents that belief, trust, and hope in the God who loves the creation, who walks with us through all our lives, and who overcomes the evil in this world.  It represents the mission we share together, especially as our world continues to feel bombarded by the hate, destruction, war, violence and evil of this world.  This light of Christ becomes that visible symbol of the God who loves us, surrounds us, fills us, and empowers us.  It becomes that symbol that we carry to those around us in need, those who also need that sign of hope, comfort, and love in their lives. 

As we begin this new year of ministry, we look for the ways that we can continue this practice.  Who do we encounter in our daily lives, or in the midst of ministry here at Faith, who needs the light passed to them?  Perhaps that young mother in need of food or gas money?  Perhaps it’s that phone call or visit to the homebound member we haven’t seen in a while. Perhaps it’s that college student starting another semester of classes, needing reassurance that yes, she is ready for the academic challenges of this term.  Perhaps it’s the word spoken on another’s behalf when they feel alienated or ridiculed.  Perhaps it’s the continued efforts made on our part for justice for those who are left out, burdened, or prejudiced against because of their age, skin color, orientation, gender, or economic background.  Perhaps it’s just telling someone they were thought of, missed, and even loved.  What can we do this year?  What are the ways that we can pass on the Light of Christ?  
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At Christmas it started with a simple gesture, passing a flame from one person to another.  This year it continues with our simple efforts to share this light with the world.  It continues with our commitment to pass on the light of Christ.  For we know and believe what John proclaimed: “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness cannot overcome it.” Let us pass this light of Christ this year!
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Raising Up Spiritual Leaders for Church Council 2017-2018

After Jesus departed from them, Peter and the disciples needed to choose a 12th disciple to replace Judas.  How did they choose a new leader?  With discernment and prayer!  (Acts 1:6-26)

How shall our congregation raise up spiritual leaders? Faith Lutheran Church is adopting a new process for raising up leaders for our Church Council.  We invite the members of Faith to help us raise up spiritual leaders with discernment* and prayer. 
* distinguishing between God’s will & self-will.

A nominations process by all voting members.  Sunday, January 29, in the context of worship itself, all voting members will be invited to write the name of one or two members of Faith that they believe has the gifts, skills and vision to be one of the spiritual leaders – council members – for the 2017--2020 term.  This is called an “ecclesiastical” (churchly) ballot, following the pattern of the disciples who discerned that Justus and Matthias had the gifts to be the 12th disciple.  (After this “churchly” ballot, nominations for council will be closed.)

We invite all voting members to begin praying now for insight.  Ask God to help you identify a person that you can nominate to be a church council member.  Pray that this person might be given wisdom to know whether or not this is the right time for them to serve as a council member.

Timeline for Selecting Spiritual Leaders for Church Council

January 16-January 29

Period of prayer begins for raising up spiritual leaders for our Church Council.  Information about discernment and election is shared with the congregation at both Sunday and Wednesday evening.

January 29, 2017 

On Sunday we will cast nominations (ecclesiastical) ballots for Church Council.  

January 29-February 12

Current Church Council members make personal visits to all those who have been nominated by the congregation.  They are invited to discern whether God is calling them to Council leadership.

Monday, February 13, 7:00 pm. 

Nominees are invited to observe a Church Council meeting.

Thursday, February 16, 12:00 pm

Deadline for all those nominated to submit biographical information if they will allow themselves to be on the ballot, or to withdraw.

Sunday, February 25 

Annual Congregational meetings held for the purpose of electing Church Council members.

 



	
	January  2017
	

	Sun
	Mon
	Tue
	Wed
	Thu
	Fri
	Sat

	1 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries

	2 

	3 

	4 
No Family Fun Night

Due to Holiday Season

	5 
1 pm – Good Neighbors

	6 

	7 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous


	8 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries

	9 

	10 

	11 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal

	12 

	13 

	14 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous


	15 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries

	16 

	17 

	18 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal

	19 

	20 

	21 
9 am - 5 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous
1 pm 

Men to Young Men


	22 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries

	23 

	24 

	25 
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
5:30 pm Activities & Crafts

6 pm Prayer & Praise

6:30 Free Community Meal

	26 

	27 

	28 
12:30 -2:30 pm 

Narcotics Anonymous


	29 
9:30 am 

Worship     
12 pm 
  ABC Ministries

	30 

	31 

	


Office Hours: Mon-Thurs from 10 am – 2 pm.  Closed for lunch from 12:00-12:30 pm. 








Faith Lutheran Church, ELCA


1700 E Pettit Ave


Fort Wayne, In 46806


PH: 260-745-2565


Fax: 260-456-6282





Email: faithfw@Frontier.com


On the Web: www.faithfw.com











In Christ,  Pastor Marty Hampton     





ANNUAL MEETING





Faith’s Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 26, 2017 immediately following worship.  Agenda items include receiving the annual reports of the pastor and staff, as well as reports from the various ministries at Faith and the financial reports from 2016.  In addition, we will elect individuals to serve on the church council.  More information about nominations will be shared in the weeks to come.




















LIGHT OF THE CROSS FOOD BANK PANTRY REPORT








Reporting November 2016 Activity





The LOTC Pantry served 229 families in November, down slightly from the previous month. In all, 876 people were served; 74 children age 5 and younger, 276 children ages 6-17, 88 served were over 60, 129 were disabled, and 17 were veterans. Of those served, 120 of the families were classified "Female Head of Household."  


The Pantry received 1,185 pounds of food from the TEFAP governmental commodities program in November. An additional 1,000 pounds was received from the Associated Churches Food Bank Network, and 285 pounds from the partner churches. The Pantry spent an additional $292.83 on food items to meet November needs. 


In November, LOTC distributed 240 12# turkeys and baskets to families for Thanksgiving at a cost of $1,634.50. This count includes thirty turkeys donated by Mr. Coney. The Pantry then purchased 120 hams at a cost of $749.70. 


Special thanks goes out to Joy Bodine, Gethsemane, for chairing the Thanksgiving Basket Program, to Mr. Coney for his generous donation of the 30 turkeys, to St. Jude Catholic Church's Social Action Committee for their generous monetary gift to the LOTC Pantry, and to the many volunteers who staff the Pantry each week.


The Pantry staff and volunteers celebrated the Birth of Jesus by providing their client families a ham and dessert mix for Christmas. We can celebrate with them through our financial support of the LOTC Pantry. To support the Pantry, please make your checks payable to "Light of the Cross", write "LOTC Pantry Support" on the memo line, put the check in a plain envelope labeled "LOTC Pantry Support" and place it in the offering plate. Thank you for your generosity and thoughtfulness in supporting the LOTC Pantry Ministry.





PARTNER ASSIGNMENTS FOR JANUARY 2017





Faith:  Crackers and Canned Fruit


Gethsemane:  Pasta Sauce and Noodles


Messiah:  Soups (No Tomato – Please)


Risen Savior:  Canned Veggies & Cereal








Congregational Life





We will be collecting spring and Easter recipes for another congregational cookbook to be picked up during the Easter brunch, April 16th.  Please give your recipes to Marceile or you can email them to Marceilet@redmons.com. 


The next Congregational Life Event will be a sausage and pancake lunch following the annual meeting on Sunday, February 26th.  Proceeds from the offering during the meal will be sent to World Hunger Relief.  Please mark your calendars!  





LYDIA’S CLOSET UPDATES





We are pleased to introduce Miss Jennifer Cicora, our new Lydia’s Closet Manager, and Miss Vicki Brooks, our Lydia’s Closet Assistant.  Jennifer and Vicki began work in late December and have already completed a great deal to prepare for the opening of the store!  





Both Jennifer and Vicki bring experience working with customer service and clothing, as well as a familiarity with our South side neighborhood.  We are so thankful for their participation in this ministry, and look forward to opening Lydia’s Closet soon!  Please welcome both Jennifer and Vicki when you meet them!  





As they prepare the space for the opening of the store, they are accepting donations.  If you have items to donate, please bring them to the room on the left as you enter the East doors.  If you need assistance getting items from your vehicle into the building, let us know and we will unload for you.  If you have items you need someone to pick up from your home, please call the church and speak with Jennifer or Vicki.  





Thanks for your support of this endeavor!











NOISY-BUCKET OFFERING





For the month of January, all of our Noisy Offerings will go toward Faith’s Shepherd’s Fund.  


We have been able to bless so many people through the years through this unique ministry branch of our church.  The collections that we have gathered may not always seem like a large amount that will be able to make much of a difference, yet when we are faithful God can do wonderful things through us.  Over the years the Shepherd’s Fund has been able to provide gas cards to those in need, utility bill assistance, even a replacement furnace, just to name a few.  Thank you for your generosity and faithfulness in this part of Faith’s ministry.   








“Music Notes”





Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ,





Welcome to the season of Epiphany!  These are the Sundays that come between Christmas and Ash Wednesday in the church's liturgical year.  The church paraments and colors will be green until Transfiguration Sunday, when they return to white for that Festival Sunday and then to purple for Lent.  This is a time for growing and nurture, preparation for the season of Lent, with an emphasis on Baptism, discipleship and the life of Christ.


Most of our Sunday morning liturgy will remain the same as during Advent and continue into the Lenten Season.  Our Hymn of Praise for this season will be "Light Shone in Darkness" which is found in ELW #307 which will be introduced on Sunday January 15th.


Choir will begin rehearsals on February 19th following worship.  If you love to sing, please consider joining us in the back of the church on that day.  You do NOT need to know how to read music to sing with the choir.


We can always use assisting ministers, lay readers and communion assistants.  If you are interested in serving during worship, please see Marceile or drop me an email: Marceilet@redmons.com.  





























Cake Mix Cookies





What You'll Need:





1 package of cake mix (any flavor)


1 large egg


1/4 cup of oil


1/4 cup of water


1 cup of chopped nuts, raisins, oatmeal, coconut, chocolate chips, M&M'S® etc. (anything you like in cookies)





What To Do:





Preheat oven to 350°F.


Combine cake mix, egg, oil, and water. Beat until well blended. Stir in remaining ingredients.


Drop by teaspoon about 1 inch apart onto greased cookie sheet.


Bake for 15 minutes or until done.  --( Karen did about 13 minutes.





Makes about 4 dozen. Yummy!





Originally Submitted to Cooks.Com by: Jan White





Submitted to Faith’s Newsletter by: Karen Ericson


Thanks for sharing with us, Karen!!!








Karen also used: 	white cake mix


				½ cup chopped pecans


				½ cup dried cranberry pieces 


					(found at Kroger, in the chocolate chip aisle)





SOUPER BOWL OF CARING





As fans around the country prepare for the annual National Football League 


championship in February, our congregation takes this opportunity to reach


 out for those in need around us in the annual Souper Bowl of Caring.  


Sunday, February 5 you are invited to bring to worship donations in the form of cash and non-perishable food items.  Our three confirmation students, Amity, Rachel, and Matthew, will sort these donations and collect the cash, as a part of their confirmation service projects.  These items and donations will be given to Light of the Cross Food Pantry.  This endeavor is part of a nationwide effort on this day to combat hunger across the US.  Thanks for your support!    





























Family Fun Night Meal


VOLUNTEERS





January  4 			


No Meal or Service





January 11  


Anyone Able





January 18 			


Grace Episcopal





January 25  


Dorothy, Jan Smith


Desserts – Dorothy, Jessica








February 1 	


Vivian, Jane, Karen 


Desserts – Vivian, Jane 	 





February 8


Gina Grant, Janet Frede, Jessica


Desserts- Sherry Fincher, Janet





February 15 


Grace Episcopal 





February 22 


Dorothy, Jan Smith, Jessica


Desserts – Jean K., Barb W.








For the Music Ministry at Faith, 


Marceile Redmon




















JANUARY BIRTHDAYS





2 - Dawn Goodrich


4 - Susan Meyer


7 - Karen Follis


16 - Janet Frede


20 - Will Austin


20 - Paula Witte


21 - Marceile Redmon


31 - Ginger Schoenherr

















